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Education is a right for all. But this slogan is meaningless when

you see many children of school age hanging out in the streets

of Nouakchott.

In the preamble of the policy letter of the education and training

sector 2022 - 2032, it is stated that education is a sectoral

priority of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania. This desire of the

public authorities would have been reflected over the last

twenty years in the development of several national programs

for the development of the education system (PNDSE I and II).

However, in view of the national and international commitments

that Mauritania has made to guarantee inclusive and quality

education throughout life throughout its territory, the challenges

remain numerous, especially with a view to achieving the

Sustainable Development Goals in education (SDG 4) by 2030.

Improvements in the quality of learning and the development of

young people's skills are major issues, as well as the reduction

of gender inequalities that persist as the school career
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progresses and remain marked in rural areas and in the

poorest wilayas. In Nouakchott there are more school losses in

the wilaya of Nouakchott-sud; the most populous wilaya in the

capital.

School loss

Among the main causes that caught our attention, we note the

family problem, socio-economic status, the environment where

children live, school difficulties and school repetition. Each of

these bad situations can become a major cause of school

dropout. A dropout student is likely to suffer a whole series of

negative consequences, including psychological and mental

problems, as well as behavioral problems. In addition, he is

more likely to be socially isolated and suffer from depression.

School loss is also one of the main causes of the presence of

many children on the labor market and on the streets in

Nouakchott and in the country's major cities.

 

The AED/AKELIUS center: a relief for parents and children

out of school or out of school

Created on June 16, 2006 in order to contribute differently to

the development of communities. The NGO/AED (Assistance-

Education) initiates and implements local development projects

in several areas, such as child education and protection, food

and nutrition security, environmental protection or the promotion

of access to basic social services (water, sanitation, waste

management, etc.) throughout the Wilayas of Mauritania.

In Nouakchott, the NGO AED, in partnership with UNICEF and

the AKELIUS Foundation, has a center in Arafat for the training,

integration and reintegration of out-of-school or out-of-school

children. This center has, among other objectives:

To work, in accordance with AED's objectives, to protect the

child by:
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The recovery and reintegration of out-of-school or out-of-school

children

Training to give another chance to children from the most

vulnerable strata

The use of the latest pedagogical techniques for better and

rapid reintegration through the Akelius approach.

More than 430 children who did not go to school or who

dropped out, were inserted into different schools in Arafat

between 2019 and 2023.

If the NGO/AED was able to obtain these results, it is thanks to

the support of its financial partners, including the Akelius

Foundation, UNICEF, as well as the good collaboration with the

Ministry of Education through the regional directorate of

education of the wilaya of Nouakchott-sud.

However, these children face a major problem, namely that of

civil status. Indeed, more than half of the children do not have a

birth certificate. This means that even re-entered in the public

school, they are not in a regular situation and will not be able to

participate in the national exams.

Hope would be allowed for these hundreds of children,

following the decree of the Minister of the Interior and

Decentralization establishing commissions in all the wilayas of

the country to proceed with the enlistment of citizens without

civil status documents.

Assane Ndiouck

AED's communication officer
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